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Craft brewing is taking off in Ontario. From the guy in the garage to mult-milion dollar businesses - WE'VE GOT YOUR LUMBER.
Cintario lowves craft beer. And our neck of the woods is no exception. There are a few names in south

Gr:-_:,l I:uun'r:,' = the venerable Neustads Enw.'qr:,' and the more recent Maclean’s Ales. And, in H
netghbouring Simooe County, there's a small concentration of breweries righs in Collingweood, | {



Even berrer, there's a pour!

Jennde Elmslie is our tour guide, She is co-owner,
alang with Marr Code, of Fres Spirit Towrs, The
pair is usually curdoors - leading groups inrock
dimbdng, cangeing or snowshoeing. Bug voday, we
are all about the breweries on a tour that Free
Spirit started abowt two years ago when thres
bresserias all opaned, coincidentalhy, at around the
zarme time in Collingweed,

Jennie is passionage about the area. She knows the
people and the places in this pach where the teo
Counties mest (3imooe and Grey) and iz also a
hitstory baff about everything from local
shipwreciks to the names of the sld runs at Blue
Kountain! She says the beer tour pulls mwch of its
audience frorm Blue Mounzain Village - with
corporate groups, but alse bachelor parties ar
birthday paries,

The breweries, in tour erder, ane: SideLaunch
Brewery; Collingwood Brewery; Northwinds
Brewhouse. At the first bwo locations, you get a pesk at the art of making beer - slong with sampling
the praducts - and at the third, Northadnds Brewhouse youll get & fighs (an ample taste of four
different bears) sactompanied with some hama-made calty pretzels and you can view their pradigious

bear production behind & glazs wall. All thrée brevasries have wabites and social media, 26 you Can
check in on seasanal ar weekend specials, new afferings and svents,



Oy tor, | am riding along with a small group,
father and son - Mansel and Angus -
Tarontonians, who have 5 Fﬂlﬂl" chalst at
Craigleith (Mansel's wife gifoed hirm the taur),

First stop, Sidelaunch Brewery is alsoe the largest
of the three cutfits. Mot Molson's big, bus sizeable
for a micro-breweny, Indeed everything
sidelLaynch looks big - the tower of beer cans to
be shipped, the single timber bar top and
eupecialhy the shirny besr vats (whidh aee 7000
lirres and are soon being replaced by new amnes af
owice thee valume),

With Collingwood's storied past as o ship building
tonwn, Sidelaunch is named for the way the ships
weare launched - with a big splazh - ines the
Collingwand harbour of Geongian Bay. According
to ins websive: “Tn Collingwood, when you Launched
a ship sideways the whole town showed up to celebrate, When you work hard o craft the perfec beer
the whole tovwn shows up to celebrate but stays way longer.”

Bobbie, cuwr affable bartender, pulls samples of beer for us at the magnificent timber bar and explains
same of the Brewing process and beer cofer

We have a tasoe of the current most popular Mountain Lagern: followed by a Wiheat Beer - with flavour
esters that indude banana; then a Dark Lager, Munich-styde and “a great session beer” and their
popular Pale Ale - & marriage of “traditional English with madern American pale ale styles.”

We are also reated 1o one of the last tastes of a Balgivm-soyle beer - a very heady brew at 3%
aloabal - it wad & single batch that was brevwed for Christrmas and i gone ‘bl next year,



Like all of the beeweries on this tour, Sidelaunch beers are available in cans, growlers (owo sizes] and
kegs directdy from the breweny's on-sice retail store. Sidelaunch is also available in 260 LCBO stores -

the highest penetration of any Callingwood micra-brewery.

Hat on their heels in distribution is the
epamymous Collingwood Brewery.

Two Collingwood Brewery beers are available at
200 LCBOs and their new pilsnar i5 at The Beer
Seore. And, of course, you can buy the produoct
direct from the brm'-:f]r.

Chris Freeman, the owner and breswmnaster at
Callingwood Brevwery, wat recenthy featured in a
1 il hiis al r. th

b | heol in C I Ni
College,

At Collingwood Brewery, we are greeted by Sarah, who shows us around and answers all our
queestions, while axplaining the brewing process. And, as we arrive, one of the brewers and also a
Miagara grad, Mark Lewis, iz filling a hopper with malt 1o begin the procecs of making “magh.”

And, then of course, the samples! (Full disclosure:
since friends in the Beaver Valley brought some to
o place at Mew Year's, the Fireside ESB i ey
current favourite baer),

We sarmple Downhill, 8 pale ale in a pale blee tin,
The Garafracs Café in the Town of Durham has
recently started serving this beer. Here's what they
say on Facebook, “This beer blends a firm
rnaltiness with an assamive hop characoer, A




We sample Downhill, & pale ale in & pale blue tin.
The Garafraxa Café in the Town of Durham has
recently ssarced serving this beer. Here's what they
&y on Facebook, “This beer blends a firm
maltinets with an aitertiee hop dharacter, A
mediurm-bodied ale with a nice amber/orange
coloyr, it has a taste of ciorus and wasted mak
wiith & touch of sweetness.”

HArd wee sample the excellent Fireside, Exora Special Birer, The brevseny website says chat this beer is
“irspared by one of our favourioe soyles of English beer, 4 darker, mak-forward companion oo Pale ale,
it carries notes of roasted nuts, voffee and sweet caramel.”

Maryy rmicro-brewerias have ons or more sesconal specialties or single batch braws. Collingwaod
Brewery is no exception. Each harsest season, they make Vintags Ae from fresh or “wet” hops -
handpicked only minutes before they get added 1o the brew, The fresh organic hops come from Big
Head Hops Farm in Meaford Towsship,

Although thesy are not & restawant, the airy
Collingreood Breweny Tap Room is a great parmy
space, avallable for rentals, and has hosted
several local events.

Olur mest 21op it & restaurant - and & brewery,
Northwinds Brewhouse, According o ks website,
Morthwinds i5 2 13 barrel brewhouse which means
that sach time they brew a beer, they brew
approximately 15 barrels - about 1,500 o 1,600
Etres of finished beer per batch, There's a lot o
Kk here, with more than thirty beer varieties
brewed on site, plus room at the taps for guest
Brews and ciders.




Also unsgue at Marthwinds is that they don't sell
thraugh the LCBO ar The Beer Store - ot af tha
b-eerﬂ'u.-_,l bréw i consumed in the pub, some is
available at other restaurants, and they hove a
take-home botde shop at the restaurant, too = for single serving bottles and glass growders,

Here we pet to enjoy our finale — 8 flight of four
beers, alongside a small snack of salty bread
prewels. Plus, [ennde puts our beer trivia to the
testwith a garme of 20 questsons, Our small but
rrighty tour group did alright! And the seting
helped, a5 some of the dues are posted argund
the room, (Hint: several brews are named for local
places, such as Old Baldy, and local celebrities
such as Wee Willi Winkels)

The gorgeous fight Incudes: Yacht Club mild ale,
Back Counery, Corduray Rye and Milk Run. This
laze chaice turns aut 1o be a delicious caffes staurd
| sty delicious, Morthwinds says, “an opagque beer
with a thick tan head, The arcma s fresh ground
coffes, unswestened cocca, and hints of vandlla,”

The Corduwroy Rye IPA ks a classic for this brewhouse, the first that Northwinds ever brewed for the
pulblic, way back in 2013, before the restaurant even opened.



Towr Details

The afterncon Breweny Tour in Collingwosd |s
approcimatehy thres haurt (1 pa-dpen) and
booked through Free Spirit, any day with &
rminirmwm of six pcupl't. For $35 per person [(+H5T)
your towr group is chauffeured in the Free Spiric
wan o the thres micro-beswerias in 'L'nlEin,Ewcn-ud.
where you can lzarn about beer-making and taste
free samples of the various brews, Pidkup and
drop off is at the Mountain or in Collingwood (pick
updrop aff at your door in Collimgwoad vicinity
can be arranged for & fee.) For bookings, call
F03-442-3510 or vigit the website.

Faatiire phota: Our tour group stores it aff ot Sidel aunch Breweny's magnificent tirmber bar. [-R: feanie,
Monzgl .&nﬁu;
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